LITIGATION  THREATENED     o77
in every contract to be the first to present " L'ArticIe     "
phia. I had been announced as a coming0^™;?1 wS I received startling telegrams and threats from ttefcS manager that " Mr. Daly's Fifth Avenue Company » ^ announced to appear the week before me in "Alixe "^ an opposition house. Thus Mr. Daly had most cruelty broken faith with me. I went to him at once I reproached him. I said: "These people will sue mel» Bah!" he sneered, "they can't take what you have not got!"
"But," I cried, "they will throw over my engage-
ment 1"
His face lit up with undisguised pleasure.    He thrust his hand into the open desk-drawer.    "Ah/* he " I have a part here that might have been written for yew* It is great —honestly great, and with this starring busi-" ness disposed of, we can get at it early!"
I rose. I said: "Mr. Daly, you have done an unworthy thing, you have broken faith with me. If yon produce ' Alixe' next week, I will never play for you again!"
" You will have to! " he threatened. " I have broken the verbal part of our contract, but you cannot prove it, nor can you break the written part of the contract!"
I repeated:   " I shall play for you no more!"
And he hotly answered: " Well, don't you try playing for anyone else. I give you fair warning — 111 enjoin you if you do! The law is on my side, remember."
" My dear sir," I said, " the law was not specially created for you to have fun with, and it has an odd way of protecting women at times. I shall at all events appeal to it to-morrow morning."
Next morning my salary was sent to me. I took from it what was due me for two nights' work I had done early in the week, and returned the rest, saying: "As I am not a member of the company, no salary need be sent me." And eleven o'clock found me in the office of' ex-Judge William Fullerton,